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Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words
as far as practicable.
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The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

1. Answer the following questions : 1×15

(a) Name a literary source of the history of Mauryan India.

(b) Which text has shown that the Mauryan society was divided into seven categories?

(c) Name any provincial headquarters of the Mauryan period.

(d) During whose reign the Third Buddhist Council was convened at Pataliputra?

(e) Name a foreign power who came to India in the post-Mauryan period.

(f) Name a Buddhist philosopher at the time of Kanishka’s reign.

(g) Who wrote ‘Buddhacharita’?

(h) Which inscription throws light on the Kalinga ruler Kharavela?

(i) Who engraved the ‘Kanheri’ inscription?

(j) Who were known as the ‘Sarthavahas’?

(k) Which ancient Indian king followed the ‘Grahana-moksha-anugraha’ policy?

(l) Name one of the epithets of Samudragupta.

(m) During whose reign did Fa-hien come to India?
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(n) Name a scientist of the Gupta period.

(o) Name a specimen of the Dravida temple architecture.

2. Answer any four questions (250 words) : 5×4

(a) Assess the significance of ‘Arthasastra’ in the history of ancient India.

(b) Were ‘varna’ and ‘jati’ two different systems in ancient India?

(c) Write a short note on the Mathura sculptural art.

(d) Discuss the salient features of the revenue system of Mauryan India.

(e) Discuss briefly the achievements of Gautamiputra Satakarni.

(f) How far was the empire of Samudragupta extended?

(g) What do you understand by the ‘Sangam’ literature?

(h) Write a short note on the ‘agrahara’ system.

3. Answer any three questions (500 words) : 10×3

(a) Discuss the political philosophy of Asoka’s ‘Dhamma’.

(b) Give a brief description of the Indo-Roman trade during the first three decades of the Christian
era.

(c) Evaluate the achievements of Chandragupta II.

(d) Critically analyse how much it is justified to designate the Gupta age as a ‘Golden age’.

(e) Give a picture of the marriage and property rights of the women in ancient India according to the
Dharmasastras.

(f) Describe the Pallava architecture.


